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5904-S AMS BROW S2420. 1

SSB 5904 - S AMD 212
By Senator Brown

NOT ADOPTED 03/ 17/ 2003

Begi nning on page 1, line 16, strike all of section 2 and insert
the fol |l ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To the extent funds are appropriated specifically for this
pur pose, and subject to any conditions placed on appropriations nade
for this purpose, the departnent shall design the nedicaid prescription
drug assi stance program Neither the benefits of, nor eligibility for,
the programis considered to be an entitlenent.

(2) The departnent is directed to obtain necessary federal waivers
to inplenent this program Consistent with federal waiver conditions,
the departnent is authorized to charge enrollnent fees, premuns, or
poi nt - of - servi ce cost-sharing to enroll ees of the program

(3) Eligibility for this programis |limted to persons: (a) Wo
are eligible for nedicare or age sixty-five and ol der; (b) whose famly
i nconme does not exceed two hundred percent of the federal poverty |evel
as adjusted for famly size and determned annually by the federa
departnent of health and human services; (c) who do not otherw se have
i nsurance that provides prescription drug coverage; and (d) who are not
otherwise eligible under Title XIX of the federal social security act.

(4) The departnment is authorized to wuse a cost-effective
prescription drug benefit design. Consistent wth federal waiver
conditions, this benefit design can be different than the benefit
design offered under the nedical assistance program The benefit
design may include a deductible benefit that provides coverage when
enrollees incur higher prescription drug costs as defined by the
depart nent. The departnment also nay offer nore than one benefit
desi gn.

(5) The departnment is authorized tolimt enroll ment of persons who
qualify for the program so as to prevent an overexpenditure of
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appropriations for this programor to assure necessary conpliance with
federal waiver budget neutrality requirenents. The departnent shal
not reduce existing nedical assistance programeligibility or benefits
to assure conpliance wth federal wai ver budget neutrality
requi renents.

(6) No funds from an approved federal waiver that allows for the

collection of premuns from nedicaid clients wll be used to finance
the medi caid prescription drug assistance program

(7) This program will be termnated within twelve nonths after
i npl ementation of a prescription drug benefit under Title XVIII of the

soci al security act.

(8) The departnent shall provide recomendati ons to the appropriate
commttees of the senate and house of representatives by Novenber 15,
2003, on financing options available to support the nedicaid
prescription drug assistance program In recommending financing
options, the departnent shall explore every opportunity to maxim ze
federal funding to support the program"”

EFFECT: Directs DSHS to seek a waiver to establish a subsidized
prescription drug benefit.

~-- END ---



	Section 2.

